FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
JANUARY 28, 2020
RE: FEMA VOLUNTARY FLOODPLAIN BUY OUT
The St. Joseph County Division of Public Works, in partnership with the County Drainage Board
and County Emergency Management Agency, received approval of pre-disaster mitigation
grant funding from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in the amount of
$2,162,080.49. This will fully fund Phase I of the County’s Voluntary Floodplain Home Buyout
Program and will support the acquisition and demolition of specific residences along the Phillips
and Laing Ditches. This program is in response to the devastating floods of 2016 and 2018 in
the Jewel Woods neighborhood, as well as repeated flooding of a property near Ireland Road.
The County will provide a 25% match of the federal funding, at approximately $720,693.51,
bringing the total project amount to $2,882,774.00.
The goals of the program are to appraise, acquire, and demolish any and all structures within a
potentially hazardous area and return the property to open greenspace in perpetuity in
accordance with FEMA guidelines. Pre-disaster mitigation grants are deemed the most
effective and viable long-term option to reduce the hazard of the loss of life and property from
significant flood events. For taxpayers, buyouts reduce the future public costs to the County,
State, and federal agencies that provide evacuation, emergency shelter, and debris removal
services. In addition, buyouts provide the added benefit of improving local flood storage and
conveyance, while enhancing habitats for plants and animals and improving water quality.
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The next steps include processing the necessary paperwork to initiate the buy-out process,
schedule the land appraisals and acquire the properties. We anticipate appraising and
acquisition to be on-going throughout 2020 with demolition possibly occurring later this fall
and into 2021.
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